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Welcome to East Flanders

Sometimes, one plus one is more than two. In East Flanders, one of the five
Flemish provinces, the sum total of knowledge and logistics adds up to a
multiplicity of benefits. Together, they create a climate in which businesses
thrive, where talented people are abundant and where companies and
educational and research institutions
inspire and enrich one another. In this
brochure, we cast the spotlight on each
of these benefits, one by one.
DEPUTY GEERT VERSNICK
chairman Development Agency
East Flanders
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WHERE
LOCATION

At the heart
of Europe
Antwerp
Ghent

Leuven
Brussels

Flemish Diamond
The region described by Brussels-Leuven-Antwerp-Ghent is widely known as the Flemish
diamond, good for 43% of all Belgian employment and 71% of Flemish added value.
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Europe

Belgium

Flanders

East Flanders lies within the economic
core of the European Union, a region
which comprises the Dutch Randstad,
the German Ruhr region, Saarland,
Lotharingen, Paris, industrial northern
France, London and South-East England. Around 180 million people live
in the region across five countries and
four language areas: the English, Dutch,
German and French.

Right at the point of intersection between all
those languages and cultures, in the heart
of the most densely populated and richest
European consumer market lies Belgium.
The northern region of Belgium, Flanders, is
home to the country’s Dutch-speaking population. The south, Wallonia, is inhabited by
the French-speaking population. Brussels, the
capital of Belgium, is also the political centre
of the European Union.

Flanders, the northern region of
Belgium has over 6 million inhabitants, good for 58 percent of the
population of Belgium. Flanders
has its own parliament which legislates in the domains of economic
development, employment, infrastructure, urban development, environment, education, culture and
foreign trade.
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One of the greatest advantages of the province
of East Flanders is its strategic location. For East
Flanders not only encompasses the midpoint of
the most prosperous economic region in Europe
but is also within a stone’s throw of the political
centre of the European Union.

Blue Banana
From space, the prosperous
region that extends from Manchester to Milan via London, the
Benelux, Strasbourg and Switzerland looks like a brightly lit blue
banana at night. From an economic perspective, the Blue Banana
represents two thirds of the GDP of
the entire European Union.

Ghent
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East Flanders
East Flanders is one of the five Flemish provinces. With a
population of 1.5 million people or 491 inhabitants per km2,
it is one of the most densely populated regions in Europe.

Ghent
Ghent is the capital of East Flanders and fuses a rich past
with a vibrant present. The presence of a port, a university
and a number of colleges paves the way for many profitable
and innovative synergies.
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Administrative matters
The Province of East Flanders is governed by a
democratically elected regional administration
which, in collaboration with several other partners,
fosters the sustainable development of an innovative and creative region. The provincial government
works to provide quality service for its citizens, local
governments, organisations and companies in the policy domains of economy, agriculture, tourism, spatial
planning, mobility, environment, sport and recreation,
education, culture and welfare.
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Multimodal
crossroads
It is no coincidence that East Flanders is so
strong in logistics. The province is easily
accessible by road, water and rail. It boasts
two seaports: the port of Ghent and the
Waasland Port. The E17 and E40 motorways intersect at Ghent in the vicinity of
the port region. With two train stations and
a marshalling yard, the provincial capital
is also an important junction point in the
transport of both goods and passengers.

Inland shipping junction
East Flanders lies at the entrance to the
Seine Basin. The scheduled expansion
of the European inland shipping network
connecting the basins of the Seine and
the Scheldt will not only connect Flanders to the north and east but also to the
south. Inland vessels will also be able to
sail even further into France
thanks to the Seine-Scheldt
link. Even Île-de-France and
Paris will be accessible by
The province of East Flanders totals some
water as a result.
300km of sailable waterways including the major river systems of the Lys,
Scheldt and Dender. They not only form
important economic axes but are also
places for recreation. Boat trips are organised throughout the province. Portus
Ganda, the yacht harbour in the historic
Flanders is the gateway to
centre of Ghent, attracts numerous local
and international tourists every year.
Europe. The region has its
good connections via road
and the nearby ports to
thank for that reputation. And while the
majority of Flanders faces a severe scarcity of available space for industrial sites,
several sites in East Flanders still have
space for development. Land prices are
also lower than in Antwerp and Brussels.

e-Sc
h

In East Flanders, the rest of
Europe and the world are within easy reach. The province’s
central location and extensive,
multimodal transport network
enables very efficient connections: by land but also by water.

Waasland Port

Sein

WHERE
TRANSPORT

Intersection
of water
and roads

Port of Ghent

Pleasure craft

Space for
development
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PORTS

Gateway
to the world
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The two East Flemish seaports, together with
Antwerp and Zeebrugge, form part of the West
European range geographically delineated by
Hamburg and Le Havre. They function as the
continent’s maritime gateway to the world and
serve an extensive European hinterland.
The Port of Ghent
The port of Ghent lies at the intersection of all modes of transport available in Europe. Goods and raw materials which arrive
at the port by sea can be efficiently transhipped to companies
and customers in the furthest corners of Europe. The port encompasses a broad diversity of activities. It is principally a bulk
port. In 2013, around 48 million tonnes of goods were handled in
the port, in which 60% of all maritime traffic consists of dry bulk.
Alongside steal and scrap metal, grain and fertilizer, the port of
Ghent is also specialised in chemicals, bio-energy and biomass,
fruit juice, construction materials, logistics and distribution.
The port accounts for 66,000 jobs of which 27,000 direct and
39,000 indirect employment. The
Port Authority is planning more initiatives in the future in the domain
of sustainable transport via inland
Ghent is connected to the Western
shipping and rail.
Scheldt and the North Sea via the
32km long canal to Terneuzen in the
Netherlands. The Canal Zone has
grown to become the vital artery of
the East Flemish economy. It forms a
major industrial centre which is home
The Waasland Port, located within
to large steel and car assembly plants
and their clusters of suppliers. Providthe territory of East Flanders is the
most important growth area for the
ers of storage, distribution and proAntwerp container port. The port is
cessing services have also established
more than a loading zone: it also
themselves in the Canal Zone.
offers solutions for the storage, repackaging, distribution and transhipment of goods to their final
destination. The Waasland Port’s main areas of specialization are
chemicals, container handling and ro-ro. 35,000 people are both
directly and indirectly employed in the Waasland Port. In 2013,
over 40 million tonnes of goods were handled in the port; a figure
that is expected to rise to 50 million tonnes with the relocation of
the MSC shipping company to the new Deurganck Dock.

Canal Zone
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Waasland Port
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WHERE
HERITAGE

Authentic
artistic

East Flanders’ roots lie in the medieval period. Located at the crossroads of several major European
trade routes, the cities of Ghent,
Aalst, Sint-Niklaas and Oudenaarde
flourished throughout the Middle
Ages and the Renaissance. And
that rich cultural heritage is still very
much evident today.
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Throughout the centuries, the Lys to the
south-west of Ghent has inspired numerous artists including the painters of the renowned Latem School. Their works can be
admired in several galleries in and around
Ghent. However, East Flanders also offers
a wealth of opportunities for lovers of contemporary and applied art.

MSK Gent
The Ghent Museum of Fine Arts is one of
the oldest museums in Belgium. The collection consists of paintings, sculpture,
etchings and tapestries from the Middle
Ages to the first half of the 20th century,
from Bosch to Magritte.
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The Mystic Lamb
After an eventful history, the world-famous
altarpiece by the Van Eyck brothers ended up
in St. Bavo’s Cathedral, together with a reproduction of the “Just Judges” panel, which was
stolen in 1934. The restoration of the triptych began in September 2012.

S.M.A.K.
The Municipal Museum of Contemporary Art (or
S.M.A.K. in Dutch) combines a vast collection of
international masterpieces with original and often
daring exhibitions of work by contemporary artists.
The museum also forges links with the public domain on a regular basis via, among others, the
city festivals TRACK and Over the Edges.

Ghent Design Museum
The Ghent Design Museum is a one
of a kind in Belgium. The vast collection contains several 17th and
18th century interiors. However,
the museum’s primary focus is
20th century and contemporary design. The Art Nouveau
collection is widely considered to be among the most
beautiful in Belgium.
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Dive into the past

©LUKAS – ART IN FLANDERS VZW, FOTO HUGO MAERTENS

East Flanders’ history is a rich tapestry that has
well and truly left its mark on the city. Three of the
province’s beguinages – in Ghent, Sint-Amandsberg
and Dendermonde – can be found on UNESCO’s World
Heritage list. As is the case with the belfries of Aalst,
Dendermonde, Eeklo, Ghent and Oudenaarde. The region’s diverse history continues to live on in a number
of Provincial Archaeological Museums: PAM Ename
focuses on the Middle Ages, that of Velzeke on prehistoric times, the Gallo-Roman period and the early Middle Ages. The Provincial Heritage Centre in
Ename highlight’s both East Flanders’ heritage
and the work done to preserve and enhance it
for future generations.
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With its array of internationally renowned
festivals, culinary highlights and extensive
cycling and walking network, East Flanders
has all the ingredients to inspire both body
and mind. From classic folk to dynamic contemporary: here a preview of what’s on offer…

WHERE
ENJOYMENT

Ghent Festivities
The Ghent Festivities (or “Gentse Feesten”)
belong with Oktoberfest in Munich and Las
Fallas in Valencia to the largest cultural folk
festivals on the continent. For 10 whole days
in July, the city of Ghent forms the backdrop
for numerous concerts, performances, exhibitions, carnivals, and parades.

Enjoy eve
©FESTIVAL VAN VLAANDEREN
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Festival of Flanders

Carnival

The Festival of Flanders is an annual music
festival that covers around 30 cities and
towns in East Flanders. The emphasis is on
classical music from every corner of the globe.
OdeGand is the traditional festival opener, offering music and other forms of entertainment
on and around the Ghent waterways.

In 2010 UNESCO recognised the Aalst Carnival as intangible cultural heritage. During
the three-day festivities, over 70 carnival
groups offer their personal and humorous
take on the figures and events that have
dominated current affairs over the past
twelve months.
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Ghent Film Fest

I Love Techno

With dozens of quality films, concerts by
top composers and striking exhibitions,
the annual Ghent Film Fest is a permanent
fixture on the agenda of every true film
buff. The focus on film soundtracks gives
the festival its unique identity and a strong
international reputation.

Over a period of 20 years, I Love Techno has
earned quite a reputation in the world of
electronic music. Every November, more
than 30,000 visitors from around the world
descend on Flanders Expo in Ghent for one
of the biggest indoor dance festivals in
Western Europe.

very day

On the pedals
Cycling, they say is in the blood of every East Fleming. Indeed, the
province boasts an extensive and extremely well connected network of cycling and walking routes. The numbered and well-marked
routes offer numerous possibilities to explore the province at your
own pace. From the polders and creeks in the north to the hilltops
and cobblestoned roads of the south. In Oudenaarde, the Tour of
Flanders Centre gives cycling fans the chance to immerse themselves in the history of Flanders’ most renowned cycling classic,
held every year in the Flemish Ardennes in East Flanders.

15

Tastes of the Province
Ghent Jazz
For several days every July, the historic Bijloke
site in Ghent serves as the atmospheric setting
for the Ghent Jazz music festival. Ghent Jazz
brings together top international acts from
the mainstream as well as big names from the
world of avant-garde jazz: a formula that has
proven its success for more than a decade.

WaarKennisWerkt_ENG_02.indd 15

East Flanders’s culinary reputation continues to whet appetites
around the country and world. The triple Michelin-starred ’t Hof Van
Cleve in Kruishoutem has rocketed chef Peter Goossens to international fame for several years now while in Ghent, foodies can choose
from a wide range of cuisine ranging from classic and traditional
to fun and energetic, and always full of surprises. East Flanders
also lays claim to several high-quality regional products such as the
O’de Flander, East Flemish grain jenever and the Geraardsbergen
matte tart, recognised as European regional produce. Gourmets can
get a taste for all things delicious from East Flanders in the Great
Butcher’s Hall (Groot Vleeshuis) near the Groentenmarkt in Ghent.
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KNOWLEDGE
EDUCATION

Dense
education
network

The University of Ghent and the
Ghent colleges together account
for around 70,000 students. That
close-knit network of schools and
education programmes feeds East
Flanders’ workforce every year with
highly qualified graduates from a
wide range of disciplines.
Ghent University

Four colleges
Ghent has four colleges who together offer a broad pallet of
education programmes: Ghent College (17,000 students), Artevelde College (11,000 students), Odisee (Ghent, Aalst, SintNiklaas: 7,000 students) and the LUCA School of Arts. Ever
since the Bologna Declaration and the subsequent reform of
education in Europe, all four colleges form part of broader
associations: cooperation agreements between colleges
and universities which serve to stimulate intensive cooperation and a smooth transition between professional bachelor degree programmes and academic masters. Ghent
College and Artevelde College, for instance, form part of
the Ghent University Association, while Odisee is part of
the KU Leuven Association.

Ghent University, with 27,000
students, 7,100 staff and more
than 130 research centres
The Flemish are universally renowned
for their exceptional language skills.
spread across 13 faculties, is
one of the largest universities
In addition to Dutch, many also speak
in the Dutch language region.
English, French and German. A conVlerick Business School is an
The university invests heavily in
siderable number of lesson hours at
institution for graduate educaa range of research areas from
tion aimed at the professionsecondary school level are devoted
genetics and biotechnology to
alization of management and
to learning a second and often also
nanotechnology and medicine.
business administration as
a third or fourth language. That mulMany start-ups and commercial
tilingual talent delivers a significant
well as stimulating entrespin-offs have their roots in aceconomic advantage.
preneurship. The school
ademic research conducted at
has campuses in Ghent,
the university such as DevGen,
Leuven, Brussels and St.
CropDesign and Ablynx. East Flanders can boast sevPetersburg and enjoys a solid international
eral clusters of research institutes and companies
reputation courtesy of its high-quality scienthat compete successfully on the world stage.
tific research and management programmes.

Polyglot
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Vlerick
Business School

© VLERICK
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Internationalisation
Higher education in Flanders has a strong and growing
international focus courtesy of numerous exchange programmes. The latter give students, researchers and lecturers the opportunity to acquire experience on virtually all
corners of the globe. At Ghent University, around 30%
of all doctoral students and 11% of the entire student
body comes from abroad.

International
School of Ghent
The International School of Ghent is
a new school which first opened its
doors in 2012. Children from a variety of nationalities between the
ages of 3 and 12 follow classes
here in English. Their parents
are typically foreign managers and scientists who
work for companies and
research institutions
in East Flanders.
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KNOWLEDGE
INNOVATION

Eminent
knowledge
region
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Thanks to the collaboration between
universities, research centres and the
corporate world, East Flanders plays
a leading role in several cutting-edge
domains such as ICT, biotechnology and
new materials.

Biotechnology

Traditional sectors

Research conducted by Jozef Schell, Marc van Montagu and Walter Fiers
formed the basis for founding the Flemish Institute for Biotechnology (VIB)
that conducts ground-breaking research into the workings of the human
body, plants and microorganisms. Several decades later, the university
can lay claim to hundreds of researchers in biotechnology and a dozen
biotech start-ups. Together they have provided the stimulus for several
innovation-oriented clusters of knowledge centres and companies, creating synergies and attracting additional investment.

East Flanders not only focuses on
new technologies. Innovation is
also a priority in the more traditional sectors. More than 500 companies based in the province from
all sectors conduct their own
in-house research and development activities. The textiles sector, for instance,
still plays a world-leading role thanks to the
development of technical and medical
textiles.

ICT

© iMINDS
© DAVID LAURENT

East Flanders also plays a leading role in the domain of ICT, a sector
with strong links to the university, the various research institutions
and the corporate world. The research centre iMinds aims to put
Flanders on the map as one of the most important digital regions in
Europe. As a business incubator, iMinds also coaches researchers,
young entrepreneurs and start-ups. Together with their research
partners, they transform digital know-how into marketable products and services. The iCubes incubation centre not only offers
a roof to start-ups but also gives them the opportunity to work
in collaboration with research institutions.

New materials
OCAS (OnderzoeksCentrum voor de Aanwending van Staal) is
a research centre providing steel and metal-based products,
services and solutions, to metal processing companies
worldwide. OCAS develops alloys and coatings, tests and
co-develops steel applications with its customers. OCAS
is a joint-venture between the Flemish Region and ArcelorMittal. OCAS is the driving force behind the Material
Research Cluster Gent, an initiative based on collaboration of multiple research partners.

WaarKennisWerkt_ENG_02.indd 21

Clusters
East Flanders has a
policy of creating clusters around strategic
growth areas. The Ghent
Bio-Economy Valley, for instance, groups together initiatives related to bio-based
economy. The pilot project Bio
Base Europe, where bio-based
processes are tested and further developed is a major draw card for the
region and an important step in the
production of second and third-generation bio-based products.
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KNOWLEDGE
PEOPLE

Leo Baekeland

Corneille Heymans

Even though he spent the majority of his
life in the US, the inventor of Bakelite in
1863 was born in Ghent. As a pioneer of
the plastics industry, the famous chemist
was one of the most influential figures of
the 20th century.

As a professor of pharmacology and head
of the Pharmacological and Therapeutic
Institute in Ghent, Corneille Heymans conducted ground-breaking research into the
workings of receptors in the carotid artery,
which earned him the Nobel Prize in 1938.

Gerardus Mercator
Born in Rupelmonde, Gerardus Mercator
published his famous world map for marine
navigation, ‘ad usum navigantum’ in 1569.
In order to represent the earth’s curved
surface, he used a projection that is still
used today in the most common maps of
the world.

Bright m
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Marc Van Montagu

Joseph Plateau

When Marc Van Montagu founded Plant
Genetic Systems in 1982, he became one
of the pioneers of genetic technology. The
molecular biologist was also behind the
rise of CropDesign, a company which developed innovative methods to improve
agricultural crops.

Joseph Plateau was a professor of experimental physics in Ghent. His invention
of the phenakistoscope (1831) – a device
which created the illusion of movement
from a series of consecutive images – made
him one of the pioneers of the modern-day
film industry.
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Dirk Brossé

Peter Goossens

As a composer and conductor of film music, Dirk Brossé earned himself an international reputation. The Ghent musician has
conducted orchestras all over the world and
since 2010 is the artistic director of the Philadelphia Chamber Orchestra in the USA.

Peter Goossens was once the youngest chef
ever to receive two Michelin stars. Today
he has three. An honour he defends in the
kitchen of ’t Hof Van Cleve in Kruishoutem.
Since 2004, the restaurant boasts a score of
19.5 to 20, according to Gault Millau.

t minds

Berlinde De Bruyckere
The Venice Biennial of 1999 marked the
breakthrough for this Ghent artist whose
transformed bodies and installations with
dead horses became her trademark. Although her work has often caused controversy, De Bruyckere enjoys worldwide fame
as an artist of considerable standing.
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Philippe Herreweghe

Jacques Rogge

As conductor of the Collegium Vocale in
Ghent, La Chapelle Royale and the Ensemble
Vocale Européen, the Ghent-born Philippe
Herreweghe is an authority in the field of
renaissance and baroque music. His typical
Bach style has earned him numerous distinctions both nationally and internationally.

Jacques Rogge, orthopaedic surgeon and
lecturer in sports medicine, was chairman
of the International Olympic Committee
from 2001 to 2013. Rogge’s strict approach
to doping earned him the nickname, Mr.
Clean; a term which characterises his chairmanship rather well.
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WORKS
LOGISTICS

Top logistics
region
East Flanders has a number of drawcards which further
reinforce its position as a top logistics region. With the
development of new industrial sites and the expansion
of both seaports, the Province is well and truly in a
position to play the logistics card.

26
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Strategic location
East Flanders is accessible by water, road and
rail. The presence of two seaports and comprehensive multimodal transport connections
are major logistical draw cards. The optimal
location is one of the reasons so many large
logistics companies such as Katoennatie, DSV,
Tailormade Logistics and Ahlers have already
established a presence in the province. In addition, the large container shipping companies
MSC/PSA, CMA CGM and Maersk Line together with DP World have also decided to group
their activities together at a joint dock in the
Waasland port.

Logistics sites
in development

Focus on inland shipping

East Flanders is currently developing
several new sites for logistics activities.
Many of these sites also offer access to
the province’s many waterways. Prices
for sites on the East Flemish market are
highly competitive in comparison with
other regions. The 60ha Zwijnaarde Island is a prime example of such a port-related logistics zone in development.

With more than 300km of sailable waterways, East Flanders is strong
in inland shipping. The Province is continuously looking for innovative
ways to increase the volume of cargo transported by water. One such
innovation is the Scheldt Shuttle, a push towing concept aimed at consolidating smaller goods flows via the waterways. The Scheldt Shuttle
is ideal for smaller volumes, daily sailings and a variety of cargo types.

Room for
new expansion

Top talent pool
East Flanders has a large diversity of logistics
personnel ranging from forklift drivers to supply
chain managers. Trained experts in the logistics
sector cover all areas of the sector from operational, to strategic and support services. There
are several pathways that lead to competence
in logistics ranging from professional training to
university education. All education institutions
engage in close dialogue with the corporate world
and the government in order to align their courses
and programmes with the needs of the market.

The available space in the areas surrounding the ports is scarce. This is why
East Flanders has its sights set on the
hinterland for its latest logistics developments. By allotting space for port-related
logistics, certain value added logistics
(VAL) activities such as labelling, packaging and assembly can be fruitfully relocated to further-away areas.

27
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WORKS
INDUSTRY

Industrial
specialisation

Industry in East Flanders was for long dominated by textiles.
The development of the Ghent seaport, however, has brought
greater diversification with the addition of steel, car assembly
and the food sector. At present, the Province is investing considerable resources into the development of new industries
such as biotechnology, environmental technology, ICT and
medical technology.
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Agrifood

Car assembly

Both agriculture and the processing of agricultural produce are very important for the East
Flemish economy. Within this cluster, the food
sector makes the highest contribution in terms
of employment with its 900 companies and
14,000 employees. Bread and pastry baking,
meat production and processing, chocolate
and sugar production and dairy are important
subsectors.

The passenger car and truck assembly sectors are
strongly represented in Ghent with the presence
of Volvo Cars and Volvo Trucks. In their wake have
come a variety of producers and suppliers of car
and spare parts in and around the port.

Steel

ArcelorMittal, the world’s largest steel producer makes maximum use of the port’s strategic
advantages thanks to its location on the Ghent-Terneuzen canal. Raw materials are transhipped from large barges
The industrial sector continues to be a major engine of prosperity.
before being processed
Which is why the Province contributes to a New Industry Policy for Flanand transported to the furders with a focus on those domains where East Flanders can play an
naces. The finished steel
international role and where potential synergies exist between indusproducts are then directly
trial concerns, knowledge institutions and the government. Tomorrow’s
loaded from the plant onto
factories will be intelligent, with a human focus and interconnected via
both seafaring and inland
strong networks. They will use less energy and resources and will bring
ships or transported by rail
new products and services to market even faster than ever before.
or road.

New Industry Policy
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Tight fabric
of SME’s
As is the case in the rest of Flanders, the
economic fabric in East Flanders consists
predominantly of small and medium sized
enterprises (SME’s). Of all businesses, 90%
have fewer than 20 employees; 98% have
less than 100. On the other hand, East Flanders has, after Antwerp, the largest number of
companies with more than 1000 employees.
That has to do with the Ghent and Waasland
ports which attract large-scale maritime-industrial concerns which, in turn, attract a range of
support and supply SME’s.

© ERIC DEMURIE
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Export economy
Around 34% of the turnover of East Flemish companies
is generated by exports. Neighbouring Germany, the
Netherlands and France represent the biggest importers of East Flemish goods and services. More than 40%
of all exports go to those three countries. Vehicles are
good for 11% of Flemish exports. Of that, East Flanders
accounts for the lion’s share with Volvo Cars, Volvo Europe Truck and Honda Motor Europe Logistics. Textiles,
traditionally an important sector in East Flanders, are still
good for more than 3% of all Flemish exports.
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WORKS
SERVICES

Growing
services
sector

As in most West European regions,
the economic centre of gravity is
shifting in East Flanders from the industrial sector towards the services
sector with healthcare, education
and ICT as the main protagonists.

Education
East Flanders boasts a close-knit network of
high-quality schools and a wide range of education programmes. Home to more than 70,000
students, Ghent is Belgium’s largest education
city. Those educational institutions, in turn,
provide work for a large number of people from
lecturers and researchers to administrative and
support staff.

Healthcare
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The care sector is a major employer in East
Flanders: one in six salaried workers are employed by a care provider. In particular, care
institutions such as hospitals, doctors’ surgeries, nursing institutions, childcare and psychiatric institutions offer ample employment opportunities for qualified and motivated people.
The hospitals represent the largest subsector,
good for almost one third of total employment.
As a consequence of demographic evolutions
and an ageing population, the sector is expected to grow even further.
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ICT
Ghent is often referred to as the Silicon Valley
on the Lys. The city owes that reputation to the
numerous ICT and multimedia companies that
have sprouted there. In many cases, young, ambitious start-ups form the spearhead of creativity and technological innovation. The numerous
success stories, in turn, create a vacuum effect,
not only for other companies active in the sector
but also for talented professionals from every
corner of the globe.
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Future-oriented sectors
East Flanders applies a smart specialisation strategy
in order to achieve innovative growth on the basis
of inherent strengths and comparative advantages. Companies work across the traditional sector
boundaries in “clusters” together with knowledge
institutions, education, other companies and the
government. Spearhead clusters include the biobased economy and innovative materials. Alongside them, there are also transversal clusters
such as ICT and growth clusters such as the
creative economy.

Creativity
Ghent is also a big player when it comes
to creativity and innovation, in particular
through the knowledge platform Ghent
Big in Creativity, an online and real-life
network which stimulates technological
enterpreneurship and innovation. The
Ghent/East Flanders Design Platform
joins creative forces from both public
and private sector companies, educational institutions and various government bodies with a view to putting
the province, and the Ghent region in
particular, on the map as an important hub of creativity and design.
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WORKS
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Jan De Nul

Van de Velde

Jan De Nul is one of the world’s largest dredging companies, a position it has earned on
the strength of its technical knowhow and extensive fleet. The group is a market leader in
dredging and marine construction and is specialised in services for the offshore market.

Lingerie Van de Velde creates, produces and
markets luxury lingerie including the wellknown brand Marie Jo. The family company
was founded in 1919 and has since grown
into an international player with their own
shops and brands in France and Germany.

Desso
Desso Sports Systems is the European pioneer in the domain of artificial turf for sports
fields and hybrid grass systems for sports
use. Leading international clubs such as
Manchester City, Manchester United, PSG,
Arsenal FC and AC Milan either play or train
on grass from East Flanders.

Inspirin g
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Bexco

SEA-invest

Bexco produces high-quality ropes for the
maritime, fishing and offshore sectors and
is internationally one of the leading players
in its sector. The end products are delivered
from the company’s factory to companies
active in the maritime, oil and gas industries throughout the world.

SEA-invest operates terminals for dry bulk
goods, fruit and liquid bulk goods in more
than 25 ports spread across two continents.
The Ghent-based group enjoys an international reputation in the handling, transport
and storage of a range of cargo as well as
other port activities.
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Lotus Bakeries

Volvo Cars

Lotus Bakeries is active in the production
of biscuits and pastries including the famous speculoos biscuit. The group has its
own production facilities in Belgium, the
Netherlands, France and Sweden and exports to all corners of the globe.

Volvo Cars in the port of Ghent was the
first Volvo factory outside Sweden. The site
comprises a welding factory, spraying factory, final assembly and engine division.
The S60, XC60, V40 and V40 Cross Country
are all manufactured at the Ghent plant.

n g cases

Showpad
Showpad develops software for tablets in
order to streamline and support sales processes. The company grew in a very short
time span into a true success story with
an international client portfolio including
BASF, Unilever and Heineken. Showpad has
offices in San Francisco and Portland.
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Niko

AgroSavfe

Niko Group designs and produces innovative solutions for lighting, home automation systems and switch equipment both
for home use and in the services sector.
The group has facilities in four European
countries and is predominantly active on
the European market.

AgroSavfe is a spin-off of the Flemish Institute for Biotechnology (VIB), specialised in
research into and the development of a diverse range of crop protection products and
applications based on the Agrobody technology developed in the VIB department of
the Free University of Brussels.
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POM Oost-Vlaanderen
Huis van de economie
Seminariestraat 2
9000 Ghent
T 09 267 86 00
info@pomov.be
www.pomov.be
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